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Art Unit: 2617 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this application 
should be directed to Art Unit 2617. 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on February 20, 2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-8, 11-24, 11-12 and 31-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over McAlexander (U.S. Pub. No. 2005/0054351 Al), in view of Elliot (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,243,039 Bl), and further in view of Northcutt (U.S. Pub. No. 2005/0130680 Al). 

Referring to claim 1, McAlexander discloses a system for locating a member of a group, 
wherein each member of the group comprises a portable wireless monitored device equipped 
with location means, the system (Figure 1, paragraphs 1, 30, 46-47, and 44, note the secondary 
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mobile units are mobile and monitored) comprising the portable wireless device, wherein the 
portable wireless monitored device is accessible via a wireless network (Figure 1, and paragraphs 
30, 32-35, "secondary mobile unit"); and a server accessible via the portable wireless network, 
the server adapted to receive location data from a first portable wireless device (Figure 1, and 
paragraphs 30, 32-35, "primary base station", "primary mobile unit"). 

McAlexander does not specifically disclose establish a location rule for the first portable 
wireless monitored device, determine whether the first portable wireless monitored device is in 
violation of the location rule established for the first wireless device; in the event the first 
portable wireless monitored device is in violation of the location rule established for the first 
wireless device, report the location data of the first portable wireless monitored device to the first 
portable wireless monitored device. 

Elliot discloses establishing a location rule for the first portable wireless monitored 
device, determining whether the first portable wireless monitored device is in violation of the 
location rule established for the first wireless device; in the event the first portable wireless 
monitored device is in violation of the location rule established for the first wireless device, 
report the location data of the first portable wireless monitored device (col. 3, lines 23-56, "pre- 
specified threshold", "notification of authorities"). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the system of McAlexander by incorporating the teachings of Elliot by 
providing establishing a location rule for the first portable wireless monitored device, 
determining whether the first portable wireless monitored device is in violation of the location 
rule established for the first wireless device; in the event the first portable wireless monitored 
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device is in violation of the location rule established for the first wireless device, and report the 
location data of the first portable wireless monitored device, motivation being for the purpose of 
securing portable wireless monitored devices and preventing them from getting into trouble by 
going over the safe perimeters. 

The combination of McAlexander/Elliot does not specifically disclose to report the 
location data of the first portable wireless monitored device to the first portable wireless 
monitored device, 

Northcutt discloses reporting the location data of the first portable wireless monitored 
device to the first portable wireless monitored device (abstract, paragraphs 3, "location data 
representing a mobile phone's current approximate location to a mobile phone user via the 
mobile phone display"). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the system of McAlexaner/Elliot by incorporating the teachings or Northcutt 
and providing to report the location data of the first portable wireless monitored device to the 
first portable wireless monitored device, motivation being for the purpose of monitoring and 
controlling the mobility of the first wireless device by letting the first wireless device know that 
it is in violation so that the first wireless device could correct its position, and it would be very 
beneficial to alert the user of violation in order to prevent the user from getting into trouble). 

Referring to claim 2, the combination of McAlexander/Elliot/Northcutt discloses the 
system of claim 1 and further disclose comprising a second portable wireless monitored device 
(McAlexaner, Figure 1, and paragraphs 30, 32-35). 
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Referring to claim 3, the combination of McAlexander/Elliot/Northcutt discloses the 
system of claim 1, and further disclose the portable wireless monitored device is a cell phone 
(Elliot, col. 4, line 52 through col. 6, line 17, "cellular communication device"). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings or McAlexander/Northcutt, motivation being to allow cell 
phones to be used and consequently groups to be formed with spending fund on mobile 
monitored devices. - 

Referring to claim 4, the combination of Mc Alexaner/Elliot/Northcutt disclose the system 
of claim 3, and further disclose the wireless network is a cell phone network (Elliot, col. 4, line 
52 through col. 6, line 17, "cellular communication device"). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the teachings or McAlexander/Northcutt, motivation being to allow cell 
phones to be used and consequently groups to be formed with spending fund on mobile 
monitored devices. 

Referring to claim 5, the combination of Mc Alexaner/Elliot/Northcutt disclose the system 
of claim 1, and further disclose the location means comprises a GPS chip adapted to acquire and 
process a GPS signal (McAlexander, paragraphs 2-4 and 53-54). 

Referring to claim 6, the combination of Mc Alexaner/Elliot/Northcutt disclose the system 
of claim 1, and further disclose the location rule comprises a proximity threshold relative to a 
perimeter boundary (Elliot, Abstract, and col. 3, lines 23-56). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the system of McAlexander/Northcutt by incorporating the teachings of 
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Elliot by providing establishing a proximity threshold relative to a perimeter boundary, 
motivation being for the purpose of securing portable wireless monitored devices and preventing 
them from getting into trouble by going over the safe perimeters. 

Referring to claim 7, the combination of Mc Alexaner/Elliot/Northcutt disclose the system 
of claim 6 and further disclose the perimeter boundary is an egress perimeter boundary that 
defines an area from which the portable wireless monitored device may not depart (Elliot, col. 3, 
lines 22-56). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the system of McAlexander/Northcutt by incorporating the teachings of 
Elliot by providing the perimeter boundary is an egress perimeter boundary that defines an area 
from which the portable wireless monitored device may not depart, motivation being for the 
purpose of securing portable wireless monitored devices and preventing them from getting into 
trouble by going over the safe perimeters. 

Referring to claim 8, the combination of McAlexaner/Elliot/Northcutt disclose the 
system of claim 6, and further disclose the perimeter boundary is an ingress perimeter boundary 
that defines an area into which the portable wireless monitored device may not enter (Elliot, col. 
3, lines 22-56). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the system of McAlexander/Northcutt by incorporating the teachings of 
Elliot by providing the perimeter boundary is an ingress perimeter boundary that defines an area 
into which the portable wireless monitored device may not enter, motivation being for the 
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purpose of securing portable wireless monitored devices and preventing them from getting into 
trouble by going over the safe perimeters. 

Referring to claim 11, the combination of McAlexaner/Elliot/Northcutt disclose the 
system of claim 2, and further disclose the second portable wireless monitored device is a 
designated group leader (McAlexander, Figure 1, and paragraph 44-48). 

Referring to claim 12, the combination of McAlexaner/Elliot/Northcutt disclose the 
system of claim 1 1, and further disclose the server is located on the group leader (McAlexander, 
Figure 1, and paragraph 44-48). 

Referring to claim 31, the combination of McAlexander/Elliot/Northcutt disclose the 
system of claim 1 . 

The combination of McAlexander/Elliot does not specifically disclose wherein the first 
portable monitored wireless device comprises a display and wherein the display is adapted to 
receive and to display the location data. 

Northcutt discloses the first portable monitored wireless device comprises a display and 
wherein the display is adapted to receive and to display the location data (Figure 1, and abstract, 
and paragraph 14). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the system of McAlexander/Elliot by incorporating the teachings of 
Northcutt and consequently providing the first portable monitored wireless device to comprise a 
display and wherein the display is adapted to receive and to display the location data, motivation 
being for the purpose of providing visual means of location data because the visual means adds a 
better and faster knowledge of the location data and helps the user in location determination. 
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Referring to claim 32, the combination of McAlexander/Elliot/Northcutt disclose the 
system of claim 31, and further disclose the location data is displayed in a form selected from the 
group consisting of a text message and a graphical display (Northcutt, Figure 1, and abstract, and 
paragraph 14). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the system of McAlexander/Elliot/Northcutt by incorporating the further 
teachings of Northcutt and consequently providing the location data to be displayed in a form 
selected from the group consisting of a text message and a graphical display, motivation being 
for the purpose of providing text and graphical means of location data because the text and 
graphical means adds a better and faster knowledge of the location data and helps the user in 
location determination. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 13-30 and 33-38 are allowed. 

6. Claim 9-10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

The following is the examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art fails to 
teach or suggest the new limitations to independent claims 13, 20, and 25. In particular, none of 
the prior art teaches or suggests reporting the location data of the first member portable wireless 
monitored device directly to at least the second member portable wireless monitored device, and 
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determining the location of the portable wireless monitored device relative to the location of the 
plurality of portable wireless monitored devices and reporting the portable wireless monitored 
device the location data of the portable wireless monitored device relative to the location of the 
plurality of portable wireless monitored devices. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Musa U.S. Patent No. 5,557,259 discloses a proximity and alert system that allows an 
electric device to monitor and observe the proximity of a subject under surveillance. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fred A. Casca whose telephone number is (571) 272-7918. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9 to 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid, can be reached at (571) 272-7922. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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